DEAR DIARY
"ARTIVISM’

Using art to support a campaign or promote a cause is a
tried and tested approach. The idea is to create something
that looks interesting or appealing at first glance — this is
sometimes referred to as “eye candy” — but once looked
at more closely, a deeper message is revealed.

The Monster o} the Ocean AN

Ella and | were around 9 and 1 years old, | think, when we decided to
build our Monster of the Ocean sculpture. It was a dangerous-looking
sea reptile-y thing made from plastic that had been washed up onto a
beach in North Yorkshire. I'm not even sure that we were that into
plastic pollution at that point — | guess we were just fed up of seeing
plastic rubbist, washed up on the beaches where we liked to
play. Oh, and the plan was to enter our sculpture into a competition
being run by an ethical ocean-focused clothing company.

So, we did a beach clean, took the rubbish items we'd
collected home and washed them all in a big dustbin full of soapy
water. Then we started building and gluing the different objects
together to create our piece of art. We had no idea what the Monster
should look like, but we used a jaw-like piece of tubing as a starting
point and just made it up from there. Eventually - tadah! — the final
touches were completed and our Monster o} the Ocean was
ready to be taken back to its original habitat for a photoshoot. It was
a metaphor for the threat of plastic to our oceans, and we were very
happy with our “ARTIVISM” (art + activism = artivism).
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